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This	year’s	heavy	snowfall	has	made	them	spectacular.	This	is	a	good	location	to	view	Lake	Tinaroo	in	its	entirety.The	ascent	takes	50	minutes	and	the	descent	is	not	much	faster	due	to	the	need	to	concentrate	on	your	footholds.	There	is	no	clear	signage	to	the	Ski	Hut	Trail	from	the	summit,	and	it’s	easy	to	find	yourself	headed	down	the	wrong
route.	I	recommend	carrying	the	Harrison	Mt.	Baldy	and	Cucamonga	Wilderness	Map,	and	backing	that	up	with	the	GPX	track	loaded	in	GaiaGPS	on	my	full-charged	phone.	The	trail	begins	up	a	paved	road	which	quickly	turns	to	gravel	as	it	passes	the	San	Antonio	Falls	overlook.	On	the	plus	side,	this	route	provided	a	nice	easy	grade	to	climb	and
made	warming	up	much	nicer.	Pick	your	route	and	take	your	time.	You’ll	see	several	ad	hoc	stone	shelters	erected	to	provide	some	protection	from	the	wind,	which	on	this	particular	hike	was	fierce.	Our	return	route	took	us	down	the	steep	Baldy	Bowl	trail,	passing	the	Sierra	Club	Ski	Hut	and	San	Antonio	Falls	on	the	way	back	to	Manker	Flats.	It’s
the	best	solution	for	staying	on	the	right	trail,	it	works	even	when	you	don’t	have	cell	service,	and	there	are	versions	for	iOS	and	Android.	Learn	more	about	the	race	and	read	“A	Different	Kind	of	Monster:	The	Mt.	Baldy	Run-to-the-Top”	by	Race	Director	Tracy	Sulkin.	Turn	left	at	Newell	Street	at	the	gun	club	sign	on	the	corner.	You	are	quickly
rewarded	with	great	views	in	every	direction.	As	you	head	up	the	final	slope	to	the	summit,	grevilleas	start	to	appear	amongst	the	eucalypt	and	the	gnarled,	stunted	trees	are	festooned	with	a	variety	of	moss.The	top	of	the	hill	has	been	cleared	of	saplings,	providing	a	great	vantage	point	to	view	the	Atherton	Tableland.	The	Mount	Baldy	car	park	and
the	start	of	the	walk	are	20m	further	along	this	road.Mount	Baldy	peak	is	1017m	above	sea	level	and	the	walk	rises	320m	over	2km	to	the	trig	point	on	the	summit.The	return	walk	takes	at	least	1½	hours,	but	it	is	advisable	to	allow	longer	so	you	can	take	a	break	and	enjoy	the	panoramic	view	of	the	Atherton	Tablelands	and	coastal	ranges.	And	in	fact,
I	included	Baldy	as	peak	#3	in	my	Six-Pack	of	Peaks	progressive	training	series.	The	finish	is	on	the	summit	of	beautiful	Mt.	San	Antonio	(Mt.	Baldy)	at	10,064′.	On	the	darker	side,	there	have	been	deaths	on	the	trail.	If	you	have	time,	you	can	stop	for	a	closer	look	at	the	falls.	With	minimal	lift	lines,	outstanding	glades	and	grooming,	it’s	the	perfect
place	to	visit	for	your	next	mountain	getaway.	The	junction	is	signposted.The	narrow	path	is	quite	obvious,	but	the	rough	rocky	surface	makes	the	climb	strenuous.	*	*	Thank	you	for	the	amazing	year!	*	***PLEASE	NOTE	WE	ONLY	HAVE	THE	MAGIC	CARPET	RUNNING	FOR	TUBING	AND	SKIING	FOR	THIS	WEEK**The	thrill	of	the	outdoors,	the
beauty	of	nature,	the	serenity	of	being	unplugged.	We	started	at	the	Manker	Flats	trailhead	(National	Parks	Adventure	Pass	required),	taking	the	winding	fire	road	up	Baldy	Notch,	then	hiking	the	Devil’s	Backbone	to	the	summit.	Mount	Baldy	is	the	place	to	bring	your	family	and	friends	for	these	experiences	and	more!*	TUBING	NOW	OPEN	*	*Thank
you	everyone	who	supported	us	this	year!We	cannot	thank	you	enough	for	coming	out	and	enjoying	the	outdoors	at	Mount	Baldy.		We	have	had	one	of	our	busiest	summers	yet	and	the	Quad	chairlift	has	been	at	the	top	of	our	list.		We	are	so	close	to	finishing	the	install	of	the	Quad	lift.		With	that	being	said	we	need	everyones	support	in	purchasing
there	memberships	early	this	year	to	make	sure	we	have	the	finances	to	pay	for	these	large	upgrades.		So	don't	miss	out	on	this	great	sale	:)	Last	updated:	March	21,	2022	Rating:	Strenuous	Distance:	4km	return	Time:	1½	hours	returnAtherton	lies	at	the	base	of	the	Great	Dividing	Range	and	the	sparse	rocky	slopes	of	Mount	Baldy	on	the	western
edge	of	town	offer	a	walk	that	differs	from	the	usual	rainforest	walks	on	the	Tableland.The	walk	to	Mount	Baldy	summit	starts	2km	from	Atherton	GPO.	This	time	of	year,	the	snow	is	gone	from	the	bowl,	and	the	trail	clear	of	all	but	a	few	patches	of	snow.	This	trail	sounds	worse	than	it	is.	A	week	later	I	found	myself	atop	Baldy	where	it	was	35	degrees
with	fierce	winds.	The	strenuous	climb	up	the	steep,	exposed	hill	slope	is	better	done	early	during	the	coolest	time	of	day.The	walk	begins	on	a	dirt	road	and	crosses	a	small	bridge	over	Thompson	Creek	just	beyond	the	car	park.	The	higher	altitude	and	easy	access	makes	it	a	popular	training	hike	for	Whitney	(or	in	my	case,	the	John	Muir	Trail).	It
should	be	noted	that	the	previous	weekend	we	hiked	up	Cucamonga	Peak	and	it	was	almost	too	hot.	Map	Held	on	Sep	05,	2022Held	on	Oct	17,	2021Held	on	Sep	07,	2020Held	on	Sep	02,	2019Held	on	Sep	03,	2018Held	on	Sep	04,	2017Held	on	Sep	05,	2016Held	on	Sep	07,	2015Held	on	Sep	01,	2014Held	on	Sep	02,	2013Held	on	Sep	03,	2012Held	on
Sep	05,	2011Held	on	Sep	06,	2010Held	on	Sep	07,	2009Held	on	Sep	01,	2008Held	on	Sep	03,	2007Held	on	Sep	04,	2006Held	on	Sep	05,	2005Held	on	Sep	06,	2004Held	on	Sep	01,	2003Held	on	Sep	02,	2002Held	on	Sep	03,	2001Held	on	Sep	04,	2000Held	on	Sep	06,	1999Held	on	Sep	07,	1998	On	the	crest,	the	foot	trail	heads	off	to	the	right	from	the
road	and	climbs	the	steep	spur.	If	in	doubt,	you	can	(and	should)	hike	this	as	an	out-and-back,	returning	via	the	same	route	you	took	up	to	the	summit.	Come	prepared	with	the	ten	essentials,	including	a	map	that	you’ve	studied	beforehand	and	the	knowledge	of	how	to	navigate	and	find	an	alternate	route	in	case	of	wildfire	or	other	emergency.	We
reached	our	cars	at	the	bottom	and	toasted	our	hike	in	true	6-pack	style	with	a	ice	cold	Stellas	Mount	Baldy	Trail	Map	PRO	TIP:	I	track	all	my	hikes	using	GaiaGPS.	It’s	one	of	the	most	popular	and	challenging	mountain	trail	races	in	California,	held	on	Mt.	Baldy	in	the	Angeles	National	Forest.	The	trail	skirts	the	side	of	Mt.	Harwood,	opening	up	to	a
sweeping	view	of	Baldy	Bowl.	The	ski	lift	to	the	notch	operates	throughout	the	summer.	Trail	Fly-by	Photo	Gallery	Additional	Mt.	Baldy	Resources	Note	that	this	is	a	wilderness	hike.	Every	Southern	Californian	can	point	out	the	white	topped	Mt.	Baldy	—	actually	it’s	real	name	is	Mt.	San	Antonio.	At	10,064	feet	above	sea	level,	the	snow	often	sticks
around	well	into	June.	Looking	back	down	the	final	ascent	you’ve	got	a	great	view	of	Mt	Harwood.	It’s	about	$10	for	a	one-way	ticket	up	(or	$8	one	way	down)	and	some	people	use	this	as	a	short	cut	for	what’s	probably	the	least	exciting	portion	of	the	hike.	The	race	is	timed.	The	log	benches	at	the	ski	hut	provide	a	great	place	to	take	a	break	and	the
sound	of	babbling	San	Antonio	creek	is	refreshing.	Even	so,	we	didn’t	linger	as	long	at	the	summit	as	we	might	have	wanted.	The	last	climb	is	a	series	of	steep	switchbacks	up	the	side	of	Mt.	San	Antonio.	From	the	start	line	at	6,300	ft.,	the	Run-to-the-Top	covers	7+	miles	with	4,000′	of	total	elevation	gain.	Mountain	>	Groom	and	maps	TERRAIN	FOR
ALL	ABILITIES	Baldy	Mountain	Resort	has	activities	and	terrain	for	the	entire	family.	It	runs	along	the	top	of	a	narrow	ridge,	but	when	it’s	clear	of	snow	and	ice,	it’s	a	pretty	safe	trail.	As	we	descended	toward	San	Antonio	Falls,	the	wildflowers	became	more	plentiful.	It’s	great	training	for	even	higher	mountaineering,	and	something	I	hope	to	do	next
winter.	To	return	to	Manker	Flats	we	took	the	Baldy	Bowl	trail,	which	actually	skirts	the	bowl	on	a	ridgeline	before	steeply	descending	in	a	series	of	switchbacks	to	the	base	of	the	bowl	and	the	Sierra	Club	ski	hut.	The	vegetation	is	mostly	sparse	eucalypt	forest	dotted	with	grass	trees	and	zamia	palms,	but	during	the	winter	month’s	wild	flowers	and
ground	orchids	bloom.The	first	section	of	the	climb	is	the	steepest,	but	you	get	some	respite	between	the	peaks	as	the	terrain	flattens	out	for	long	enough	to	catch	your	breath.	There	are	two	false	peaks	before	the	summit.	When	you	finally	reach	the	boundary	of	the	ski	area,	the	infamous	Devil’s	Backbone	trail	begins.	The	level	road	runs	parallel	to
the	gun	club	boundary	for	a	few	hundred	metres,	and	then	swings	left	and	mounts	the	crest	of	a	spur.	The	app	is	free,	and	you	can	get	a	discounted	membership	for	maps	here.	This	bowl	is	pure	scree	and	essentially	unclimbable	except	when	covered	with	snow,	and	then	only	with	an	ice	ax	and	crampons.	This	windy	fire	road	eventually	crosses	the	Mt.
Baldy	ski	area,	and	meets	up	at	Baldy	Notch.	Though	it	was	comfortable	down	at	sea	level,	it	was	35	degrees	at	the	summit,	and	much	colder	when	you	factor	in	the	wind	chill.	The	ski	run	is	a	little	steeper	and	more	direct,	and	that’s	the	route	we	opted	for.	With	snow	and	ice,	it	can	be	very	treacherous.	Check	with	the	ranger	station	at	Baldy	Village	to
confirm	trail	conditions.	The	summit	of	Mt.	San	Antonio	is	a	broad	knoll	with	a	large	iron	plaque	marking	the	spot.	Distance:	10.2	miles	Time:	~7	hours	Difficulty:	Strenuous	Elevation	gain:	3,900	ft	Dogs:	Yes	When	to	go:	June-October	This	hike	is	the	third	in	my	Six-Pack	of	Peaks	series	of	training	hikes	that	I	originally	used	to	train	for	the	hiking
the	John	Muir	Trail.	I	hiked	Mt.	San	Antonio	as	a	loop	route	with	some	friends.	Thankfully,	I	was	well-prepared	with	plenty	of	layers.	Mt.	Baldy	Weather	Forecast	The	location	could	not	be	found.	Those	with	a	fear	of	heights	might	feel	a	touch	of	vertigo,	but	it	doesn’t	require	any	technical	equipment	(although	trekking	poles	are	nice).	Baldy	is	a	SoCal
icon	that	stands	out	boldly	as	a	snow-covered	backdrop	for	much	of	the	year.	Choose	a	fine	day	for	your	walk;	it	would	be	a	pity	to	miss	the	view	due	to	cloud	cover	and	the	path	is	very	slippery	when	wet.	Baldy	Mt	is	famous	for	its	untracked	powder,	but	it’s	also	an	undiscovered	gem	for	outdoor	enthusiasts.	It’s	a	busy	trail,	with	all	sorts	of	people
going	up	and	down.	Once	you	reach	the	Baldy	Notch,	you	can	hike	straight	up	the	ski	run	to	the	east,	or	follow	the	trail	that	runs	slightly	south	east.	If	you’re	used	to	living	at	sea	level	like	me,	the	high	altitude	begins	to	slow	you	down	just	a	bit.	The	final	mile,	the	steepest,	is	above	timberline.	Special	thanks	to	Bob	from	Pasadena,	Tyler,	Kelly,	Ivana,
Tari	and	of	course	Joan	for	joining	me	on	this	hike!	Title	photo	credit:	Doc	Searls	Related	Mt	Baldy	Run	to	the	Top	8401	Mt.	Baldy	Rd.	Mt.	Baldy	CA,	91759	USA	Visit	Event	Website	Contact	Race	Director	Event	Facebook	page	Entry	Fee	$75	(Lowest	or	Early	Registration)	Entry	Fee	2	$80	(Highest	or	Late	Registration)	Prize	Money:	no	Distance(s):
Type:	Mountain	Participant	Limit:	650Starting	Elevation:	6000High	Point:	10064Percent	of	the	course	on	un-paved	trails:	40%First	Year	of	the	Event:	1966Men's	Record:	1:00:49	Matt	Ebiner	(Age	26)	1987Women's	Record:	1:15:32	Carrie	Garritson	(Age	11)	1988	Description:	The	Mt.	Baldy	Run-to-the-Top	trail	race	is	an	annual	fundraiser.	Turn	off	the
Atherton	to	Herberton	road	onto	Rifle	Range	Road.
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